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Rock Lobster Industry — Adjournment Debate 

Hon JON FORD: We are not willing to recognise the contribution to this state that the fishing industry has had. 
We forget too easily. In response to the question of why the state is not helping the rock lobster industry and why 
we should be asking the commonwealth to assist, the minister said that it should be recognised that the tax being 
paid is being paid to the commonwealth. That is true. According to the press release, the commonwealth is 
considering putting its hand in its pocket. We have not heard from this government what we, as the Parliament of 
Western Australia, can do to assist these struggling rock lobster fishermen—except only in very recent times. 
The first time I heard the minister talk about it was during the rock lobster congress when he started to talk about 
what we have been asking him to consider for months, that is, look at some relief in closures to pot holdings, 
which these people will never get to use yet they are paying licence access fees. That could be done 
straightaway. 

Hon Norman Moore: You understand cost recovery, don’t you?  

Hon JON FORD: That is the industry’s contribution. It contributed a lot more to cost recovery than that fishery. 
It is a sponsoring fishery because the funds that it contributes also go towards sponsoring other fisheries and 
helps develop other fisheries. It goes into a big bucket. We are talking about millions of dollars a year. The 
minister has ignored that. These people need assistance now. 

Hon Norman Moore: I can’t believe you were the minister. 

Hon JON FORD: I do not care that the minister cannot believe it. It is obvious that he cannot believe it. He does 
not understand. He sits in this place and pretends that he cares for people but he does not care for people; 
otherwise, he would be trying to help these people out of the bind that they are in. 

Hon Norman Moore: I am trying a lot harder than the people before me.  

Hon JON FORD: That is a load of rubbish. A full page ad in today’s paper shows the support that the minister 
has. He has managed to put the whole fishery off—the recreational fishery and the commercial fishery. He is not 
prepared to put his hand in his pocket to help these people. 

Hon Norman Moore: You never made a hard decision in your life, did you? 

Hon JON FORD: The minister’s idea of a hard decision is to make a decision every month. Nobody can go 
about their business. They cannot even go to the banks because the minister is mismanaging this issue so badly. 
He should not sit here and pretend that he cares for these fishermen because he does not. If he did care, he would 
see what could be done. He could do something now without the budget and without the assistance of the 
Treasury. He could give the fishermen some relief straightaway. Notwithstanding that, he could also give ex 
gratia payments and help them out or he could go to his own cabinet and put his hand in the pot and try to match 
the contribution made by the commonwealth. We will end up with a destroyed fishery and with a few 
multinationals owning the whole fishery, and we can forget about the contribution of the fishery to the regions. 
We have a bunch of people who are so desperate, they are taking the department to court when they cannot 
afford it. They are trying to hold fundraisers and putting their livelihoods on the line. The minister will not listen. 
He hides behind the legislation and he hides behind rhetoric. He needs to do something for these fishermen and 
their families and do it right now.  
 


